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1 Scan Photography Series Part 1 - Introduction
Welcome to the SCAN’s new photography series. For the next few months, I’ll be writing about photography with a
focus (sorry!) on topics of interest to relative beginners - mainly using the camera in your phone. Currently almost
everyone has a smart phone with one or more cameras, so there aren’t many true beginners left. I’ll also cover
topics such as composition and lighting that apply to all cameras. And remember, “the best camera is the one with
you”, and “the most important part of any camera system is the nut behind the viewfinder” – think about it!
If you ask me “what’s the latest/greatest/bestest gear to spend loads of money on?”, I would warn you not to be
distracted from improving your skills by “gear acquisition syndrome” or GAS! Yes, some specialised types of
photography need expensive kit, but fancy equipment does not make you a good photographer. Instead, it’s all
about understanding the camera you have with you, and improving your composition and use of light to get the best
possible image. And if you do fall prey to GAS, I’ll tell you in a future article how to buy second-hand rather than new
stuff . . . and not leave your children go hungry. Photography can be that addictive!
I also plan to cover other sources of information once you progress beyond this column; to encourage you to tell
stories with your images; to do a little about computers and software; to discuss where to display your images online
(or not!); and to point you in the direction of some of the best local spots to shoot. And finally, in a bit of naked selfinterest ☺ - I suggest you sometimes “Put the Camera Down” and book a professional photographer. This is when
you want to be certain of getting the job done well and not to be responsible for documenting an event you are
supposed to be enjoying!

1.1 Ten Great Photography Tips
So now, three-quarters of the way through the first column, it’s time for 10 tips – I promise the introduction will be
much shorter in future!
1. Make time to learn and practice – build it into your personal relaxation routine.
2. Walk and shoot – nowadays we all need more exercise, so get fit exploring where you live, work and play and document what you see.
3. Get to know your camera – even if you have lost the manual – you can find a written or video guide on the
internet for almost every type.
4. Clean the lens - pockets can be dirty & dusty!
5. Visualize in advance what you might want to shoot – but also be alert for the unexpected.
6. Get in close - provided it’s safe. Phone cameras normally don’t have variable lenses so “zoom with your feet”
to fill most of the frame with your subject.
7. Get up high or down low for an interesting angle - again provided you can do it safely – literal “killer shots”
are definitely not wanted!
8. Watch before you shoot . . . wait for the “decisive moment”.
9. Be gentle. If you stab the shutter button you will get camera shake and motion blur, especially in low light.
“Gentle” works for much of life as well!
10. Have fun with your phone’s photo editing tools – more on these in a future article.
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And to whet your appetite for what you can do with phone camera, here’s panorama I took last summer at Hawke
Cliff just north of Killiney Beach. Use of the panorama feature can distort the image, as is the case here – but that
can add to the appeal of the image.

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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2 Scan Photography Series Part 2 – Smartphone Photography Tips
In last month’s SCAN, I finished the first article of the Series with a panorama. This month, I’ve got 10 smartphone
camera tips, including how to take panoramas with your camera phone.
But first I want to get some interaction going. I’ve set up a Shankill Photography Group on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/Shankill.Photography/ – there readers can ask questions and share their own shots –
I’ll also post the links from the articles. Previous articles and feature shots are also at www.johncoveney.ie/scanfoto.

2.1 Ten Smart Smartphone Photography Tips
And now to this month’s 10 shooting tips. These are biased towards iPhone’s – because that’s what I have - but you
should be able to do most of them on modern Android phones also. In a later article, I’ll compare both types of
camera phones (with some Android updates in the PDF version).
1. If you see a great shot when your phone is turned off, press the Home Button and swipe left to activate the
Camera immediately. Only the images you shoot then can be seen in the Photos App – login to see your
previously taken shots.
2. If you are doing something else on the phone, swipe up from the bottom to activate the Control Centre – the
Camera App is at the bottom right. You may need to allow this in the Control Centre settings. On Android
phones, double tap on the circle icon on the bottom centre of the screen to get to the home screen.
3. I also keep the Camera and Photos Apps on the bottom menu of my phone (the Dock) for easy access. For
more on these three tips, watch an iPhone Photo Academy video at https://goo.gl/Zmc54q. And of course,
practice them so they will be familiar when you need them.
4. When the Camera is on, swipe the menu below the image screen left or right until you get to Photo - if it’s
not active already. Then press on the screen to set the focus and exposure on your point of interest.
5. Next, press the shutter button gently to take your shot. You can also use either of the volume control
buttons as a shutter control – and these will produce a shutter sound unless your phone is set to silent.
6. It’s also a good idea to turn on the “thirds” grid in the Photos and Camera settings. You can often improve
your composition by keeping your point of interest near one of the intersections.
7. Hold down either the shutter or a volume button to shoot a burst - great for action shots or getting everyone
in a group with their eyes open. Your phone will stack all the shots and put the one it thinks is best on top.
Use the select button below the stack and follow the instructions to override this choice, and to keep just
your choice or the whole stack.
8. To shoot a panorama, swipe two steps right from Photo to Pano and a right pointing arrow will pop up. Press
the shutter or volume button and move the phone rightwards to take in your scene. Keep the arrow as close
as you can to the centre line. When you are done, press the shutter again.
9. If your scene is very contrasty, e.g. bright skies and dark shade, use the HDR*option above the image screen.
The camera takes three different exposures and combines them to bring out details in all parts of the shot.
*HDR stands for High Dynamic Range which is just an overly technical way of saying there’s lots of contrast!
10. When you are finished shooting, be sure to tap the power button to turn off the camera – otherwise it will
drain your battery.
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Photo Caption Key photography controls on an iPhone.

For lots more detail and shooting tips check out the Camera App Ultimate Guide at https://goo.gl/CHGFbh. If you
are lucky enough to have an iPhone 7 or later, check out these photography videos from Apple at
https://goo.gl/W5hLxu . Next month I will look at processing your shots on your phone.
Photo Caption iPhone panorama of the tip of East Pier in Dun Laoghaire looking towards Howth Head

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.

6

3 Scan Photography Series Part 3 – Smartphone Editing
Welcome to Part 3 of the SCAN photography series. This month, the main topic is editing your shots on your phone,
along with a few more shooting tips. You can see previous articles at www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or download
them as a PDF with clickable links here. Don’t forget to hook up with other local photographers on the Shankill
Photography Group on Facebook – a warm welcome to those who joined in the last month.
Before I get going, I’d like to mention that I got my A (associateship) Distinction recently from the Irish Photographic
Federation. Visit my blog here to see the 15 black and white portraits of Hell and Back participants at Killruddery that
earned me this high-level qualification – although they were taken on my big cameras . . . not with my phone!

3.1 Ten Smartphone Editing Tips
Now, here’s 8 tips on editing the shots on your phone.
1. To see you’re shots, tap your Photos icon – it’s the multi-coloured flower. As I explained last month, I keep
the Photos icon on my phone’s dock next to the Camera app.
2. Then select Photos, Memories or Albums from the bottom bar, and use the options at the top of each screen
to find the shot you want to edit – here’s more on organizing your photos from iPhone Photography School
here.

3. Tap the “three lines with circles” icon next to the Bin to start editing - icon positions vary between vertical
and horizontal phone orientations. Then tap the “magic wand” icon at the top right to automatically
enhance your shot – your first edit is that simple!
4. Chose Cancel to reject or Done to accept the edit. The original image is always kept and the next time you
edit, you will see Done replaced by Revert which allows you to discard all your edits.
5. To go beyond automatic enhancement, tap the “three circles” icon at the bottom centre to choose between
8 different Filters including three B&W options and a polaroid look alike. The Filters tool is also in the
Camera app, so you can shoot with these on and discard them later with Revert!
6. Once you know your way in and out of edit mode, you can choose the Crop icon to the left of the Filters or
the Clock icon to the right to make many more changes. Use the Crop tool to remove parts of the shot, and
to change its shape or alignment.
7. The Clock icon has three submenus dealing with Light, Colour and B&W and you can drag several sliders on
each of these submenus to profoundly alter your image – but remember less is usually more! Check out this
WikiHow guide to editing basics here
8. To finish on editing, you can also download many other photography apps with lots of additional features
and filters. Two of the best are VSCO and Snapseed - free for both iOS and Android. VSCO combines shooting
and editing while Snapseed only has the latter – check out tutorials from iPhone Photography School on both
here and here.
This months’ shooting tips allow you to take control of exposure and focus. In the Camera app, tap gently on the
screen to focus on your point of interest – and then drag up and down outside the yellow square to brighten or
darken the shot. Keep your finger pressed on the screen and “AE/AF Lock” comes on – this locks the exposure and
focus so you can recompose without these changing as you move the camera. With “AE/AF Lock” on, you can also
drag up or down to adjust the exposure while keeping the focus locked. When you are done, turn off “AE/AF Lock”
by tapping elsewhere on the screen. There’s more iPhone shooting tips on this iPhone Photography School video
here.

That’s it for this month - the 2018 Shankill photo calendar will be launched at the “Christmas in the Village” fair on
26 November. Next month I’ll compare iPhone and Android phones and look at printing your images.

7

Photo Captions
Compare this before and after of Aoife at Vogue Hair Design in the Barbeque Centre. I started with the Chrome filter
to bring out her dramatic hair colour and brighten the shot and then toned it down a little with the Light sliders.
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Here I used the B&W Noir filter to focus attention on the shape of the fallen leaf and the water droplets, and again
some adjustments of the Light sliders darken the background.

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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4 Scan Photography Series Part 4 – Printing & Buying a DSLR
Welcome to Part 4 of our photography series. In this last issue of the SCAN before Christmas, I’m covering two
topics: - a) printing your smartphone pictures and b) buying a big camera on a budget. We also have a photo
competition!! I’ll do the promised comparison of iPhone and Android cameras in the next SCAN in late January. As
always, previous articles are at www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or in a PDF with clickable links at
www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photography-series.pdf – usually with bonus content* that didn’t fit in the print version. I
hope readers are also getting out and practicing – it’ll improve your photography . . . and your health! And please
show your shots on the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook.

4.1 Printing from your Phone
Did you know that you can print shots straight from your phone at the Shankill Photo Centre on the Main Street in
Shankill? First, download the free Fujifilm Imagine app from the App Store (iPhones) or Google Play (Android). The
activation code is DS1234. You can upload shots remotely from your phone for collection or delivery (extra cost) of
prints. Select images from your camera roll, chose prints, photobooks, cards etc. Pay with your credit card or PayPal
and register to keep track of your orders. The minimum charge is €3 but prices go down to €0.15 per print for large
orders. OR, you can go to the shop yourself and transfer shots to a kiosk for printing there and then. First, connect
to the shop’s Wifi, Transpix, and, in the app, choose “Transfer Pictures to Kiosk” and enter the six-digit code from
the kiosk on your phone. Then follow your chosen options on the kiosk screen – and the staff are very helpful if
needed.

4.2 Photo Competition
This month we have photo competition – for a prize of 100 7x5 prints or soft cover photobook from the Shankill
Photo Centre. Upload your favourite shot to the Shankill Photography group on Facebook and state your local
connection e.g. living or working here, regular visitor, grew up locally etc. You can also enter by handing in a print to
the Shankill Photo Centre – and it doesn’t have to be printed there! Mark the envelope Shankill Photography
competition and include your name, phone number or email, where and when the shot was taken, and your
connection to Shankill. We will scan the best prints for the Facebook group. The closing date is 5.30pm on Sat 13
January 2018 when the shop closes. The winner will be announced in the next article. Copyright of all images
remains with the photographers. By entering, you agree that that winning and short-listed images may be used by
the Shankill Photo Centre and by John Coveney photography in connection with this competition. The full rules are
below.

4.3 Buying a DSLR type* camera on budget
So far, this series has been about the camera you always have with you – your phone. But if you are thinking about
getting a bigger camera, perhaps for Christmas, here’s some budget options below. But first, ask yourself what types
of shots do you want that you can’t get with your phone. DSLR type* cameras can be expensive, complex, fragile and
bulky and you will have extra costs for lenses and a bag, a computer and editing software, and perhaps a tripod.
1. Consider a “bridge camera” *. Nowadays, these have high quality sensors, and you can get a good all-in-one
model with a big zoom lens from Canon, Nikon, Panasonic or Sony from €300 to €650.
2. Go for an entry level DSLR and kit lens in your model of choice – but the kits lenses typically have only a
small zoom. Image quality of these entry level cameras is now very good, but their controls are slower than
more expensive models. In Dublin, shops such as Conns Cameras, Bermingham Camera and the Camera
Centre have Canon, Nikon, Sony & Panasonic bodies and kit lenses from about €430 to €550. Olympus and
Fuji cameras are in the €650-800 range.
3. If you buy locally, you get better service and easier returns, if necessary. New gear typically has a one-year
guarantee. Also watch out for offers, sales and ex-demo stock.
4. You may get better prices from online EU dealers such eglobal central or UK sources such London Camera
Exchange (LCE) or MPB.com but it can be more awkward if you need backup from a distance. Also consider
using online prices to haggle with local dealers!
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5. Buy-second hand locally from Conns or Berminghams or online from MPB and LCE. Typically, there’s a sixmonth guarantee on second hand gear from dealers. Check your item thoroughly in the shop or on arrival,
and again shortly before the guarantee expires. Camera bodies tend to lose value quickly and can be very
good value second hand. Lenses don’t depreciate as much but you can often sell them on without much loss
if you change your mind. You may get better used prices if you buy privately or from sources such as
adverts.ie but there’s often no comeback if you get a dud. Here’s a comprehensive checklist on PetaPixel for
buying second hand https://goo.gl/1qRAJj - more in the PDF version*.
6. For old or used Canon gear, you can get repairs done by Eoghan Murray of f/1.0 Camera Repair in
Greystones. He also cleans sensors of all cameras. Of course, repair costs can reduce the savings of second
hand gear.
That’s it – don’t forget the competition and a Happy Christmas & New Year to you all.
Photo Caption To illustrate this month’s photography on a budget theme, here’s a shot of Killiney Bay that I took in
January 2007 with the bridge camera I had at the time, a Panasonic FZ30 – the current version is the FZ1000.

4.4 *Bonus Content not in the Published Article
4.4.1 *Definitions & Notes not in the published article
1. I use the term “DSLR type camera” for any big digital camera that has a viewfinder on top and can be used
with a variety of lenses. Based on their internal mechanisms, there are two principal types - DSLR’s and
MILC’s. For users, the main practical difference is that DSLR’s have optical viewfinders and MILC’s have
digital viewfinders. Until recently, the quality of the latter was not great so if you are buying a second-hand
MILC you should consider this.
2. DSLR stands for Digital Single Lens Reflex camera i.e. a single lens reflex camera with a digital sensor. DSLR’s
largely replaced film cameras from 2003 onwards. Single lens reflex cameras have a mirror in front of the
11

film or sensor that redirects the light to an optical viewfinder for image composition and then flips up out of
the way when you press the shutter. Most modern DSLRs can also flip up the mirror to allow composition on
the rear LCD. Nowadays almost all DSLR’s are made by Canon, Nikon & Pentax.
3. MILC stands for mirrorless interchangeable lens camera. In these, there is no mirror and the light travels
directly to the sensor which sends it to the LCD on the back of the camera for viewing your composition. It
may also send it to a digital viewfinder on top of the camera. Most MILC’s are made by Fuji, Panasonic and
Sony, but Canon, Nikon and Pentax have also begun to make them.
4. A bridge camera looks like a DSLR or a MILC but does not allow the lens to be changed. Most are made by
Canon, Nikon, Panasonic and Sony. Typically, their lenses have a very large zoom range so that they provide
a lighter and simpler all-in-one solution than DSLR’s and MILC’s with their multiple lenses. They traditionally
filled the gap between a “point-and-shoot” and DSLR/MILCs. However, cheaper point-and-shoots have now
largely been replaced by smart phone cameras with only a few expensive models remaining for enthusiasts
that don’t want to carry a bigger camera.

4.4.2 *Tips on Buying Used Cameras and Lenses
Buying used equipment can be a great way to get into photography with higher spec gear than you could afford new.
But you may need to consider the time you spend locating and checking gear against the savings you make. Here’s
some websites with comprehensive lists of tips for buying second hand cameras and lenses. However, if you are new
to photography, I would highly recommend that you only purchase used gear from a reputable dealer that offers a
warranty. Then use the period of the warranty to thoroughly get to know and check your purchase.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Checklist for Buying Used Cameras and Lenses from Petapixel.
What to Look for When Buying Used Camera Lenses from Lifewire.
Buying a second hand camera from What Digital Camera.
Seven tips for buying used lenses from What Digital Camera.
Buying a second-hand camera? Read our tips first from British Telecom.
Tips for Buying Used Camera Gear from Digital Photography School.

In brief the tips in these sources can be summarised as follows:1. Talk to seller about what they shoot – studio cameras may have less wear and tear those used for journalism
or wildlife.
2. Inspect the camera or lens carefully and distinguish between normal wear and tear, e.g. paint worn at
corners, versus damage due being dropped.
3. Check that all buttons, controls and screens work, and also the lens and flash mounts. Bring your own card
and shoot in all different modes. Then check your images for abnormal distortions and out of focus areas to
one side or the other.
4. Check the manufacturers shutter life expectancy and the actual shutter count of the camera. Here’s an
article from Digital Photography School on how to do this. Shutters can be replaced but the cost of this may
not be viable for an older camera.
5. A little dust in the viewfinder is OK but any hint of fungus filaments anywhere in the camera is an absolute
no-no!
6. Check that autofocus and image stabilisation work.
7. If you have one, bring a flash for the test the hot shoe. Also test the pop-up flash.
8. Check the image sensor for dust spots by shooting a pale surface at f22 – this will bring the spots into focus.
These can be cleaned e.g. in Conns Cameras or at f/1.0 Camera Repair but you will need to allow for the cost
of this.
9. Any finally, buyer beware!
John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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4.5 Rules for 2017-18 Shankill Photography Competition
1. The winning entry will be the one judged to be the most visually appealing, original and self-explanatory.
2. Entrants must state their connection to Shankill e.g. living or working in the SCAN distribution area, regular
visitor, grew up locally etc. Entries may be refused from people who do not have a strong connection to the
area.
3. Entries from people over 13 and under 18 must also submit written approval from a parent or guardian –
this may be emailed to pictures@johncoveney.ie or handed in with print entries (see below). Entries will not
be accepted from people under 13 - the (then) minimum age for a Facebook account.
4. Entries with recognizable people under 18 must also be accompanied by written or emailed approval from
those people’s parents or guardians.
5. To enter, join the Shankill Photography group on Facebook, upload your image and briefly state where and
when it was taken and your connection to the area. Comments by group members on uploaded images will
allowed subject to moderation by the judges to ensure they adhere to the friendly local spirt of the Group.
6. OR hand in a print to the Shankill Photo Centre – and it doesn’t have to be printed there! Mark the envelope
Shankill Photography competition and include your name, phone number or email, where and when the
shot was taken, and your connection to Shankill.
7. The deadline for entries is 5.30pm on Saturday 13th January 2018 – when the Shankill Photo Centre closes
on that day. Late or incomplete entries will not be accepted.
8. Only one entry per person is permitted.
9. There is no restriction on the subject matter of the image, except that images displaying partial or total
nudity, graphic or violent content etc., or otherwise unsuitable for a local competition with a public
audience, as decided by the judges, will not be accepted.
10. Any form of still photography, digital or film, but not a grab from a video, is acceptable including stitched
panoramas, stacked images, composites & HDR.
11. Manipulation of images on the computer is also allowed provided the submitted image remains recognizably
photographic in the opinion of the judges. All elements of the image must have been obtained
photographically by the photographer.
12. All entries must be the exclusive work of the photographer.
13. The copyright of the images entered remains with the photographers, but The Shankill Photo Centre and
John Coveney Photography may use the shots in connection to the competition.
14. The judges are Ian MacMahon of the Shankill Photo Centre, Nicole Le Saout of Moments Photography and
John Coveney. Entries will not be accepted from people connected to the judges such as immediate family
members and employees.
15. The judges may (i) ask entrants who have been short-listed to supply a high-resolution version of images
entered on Facebook for printing or display in connection to the competition; (ii) to be allowed scan print
entries for the same reason.
16. The names of the winner and one or two runners up will be published in the Shankill Photography group on
Facebook, in the SCAN, and may be publicized locally by the Shankill Photo Centre and John Coveney
Photography.
17. There are no cash or other alternatives to the prize. No purchase or payment is needed for entry.
18. Neither the judges nor the Shankill Photo Centre, Moments Photography, nor John Coveney Photography
can take any responsibility for the images or prints submitted – please do not submit original files or prints.
19. The 2017 Shankill Photography Competition is in no way sponsored, endorsed or administered by, or
associated with, Facebook. You are providing your information to the Shankill Photo Centre, to Moments
Photography and to John Coveney Photography and not to Facebook. The information you provide will be
used for this competition only and will not be shared with any other party nor used for any other purposes.
20. Entry to the 2017 Shankill Photography Competition means you agree to these rules. Judges may disqualify
images they believe do not meet the rules. The judges’ decisions on all matters relating to the Competition
are final and no correspondence will be entered to.
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5 Scan Photography Series Part 5 – Apple versus Android
Welcome to Part 5 of our photography series – the first of 2018 and a belated Happy New Year! This month I’m
starting to compare Apple and Android phones for photography. Previous articles are at
www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or in a PDF with clickable links at www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photographyseries.pdf – including bonus content* not in the print version. And, if you got a new phone or camera recently,
please share some shots on the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook.

5.1 So, Android or iPhone for Photography?
This question - along with Mac or Windows (for some humour the noughties check out the I’m a Mac and I’m a
PC ads 😊) or even Oasis or Blur - may provoke passionate arguments. But, to get straight to the point, – modern
smartphones from mid-range upwards take very good shots – as well as making calls! It’s just that each type
does it a little differently*. This is not surprising as smartphones are only 10 years old and those with decent
cameras are even less. Over the next five years or so, I expect the camera apps in both systems to converge
based on mass user preferences. I also predict that smartphone cameras will get so good* that DSLRs will only
be for enthusiasts, specialists and professionals– and even they will do a lot of phone photography!
When I started this series, I decided to write mainly about phone photography because the best camera is the
one always with you. But my experience was limited to iPhones, so I knew I was not reaching all the readership.
There are not many unbiased usage figures for the two systems online – but I did hear on the radio recently that
in Ireland it’s 52-48% for Android phones - and much higher globally*. Anyway, I now have access to a Samsung
J5 (2017) that I bought for a family member. Our budget didn’t allow a top of the range model, but from reviews
at sites* such as GSMArena.com, I picked this one as a good budget to mid-range model with a highly
recommended camera and screen.
Coming from the cocoon of the iPhone world, I was worried how long it would take me to learn Android* but I’m
pleased to say that after playing around for a few hours and reading the manual, I was quickly taking shots I liked
– such as this one of the Martello Tower in Portmarnock on a recent visit to north Co. Dublin. My first step was
to enable the camera “Quick Launch” option – so that pressing the Home key twice opens the camera app – this
even works without logging in although you can only see the shots you have just taken until you do login. The
other key to using any Android device is to have a Google account so that you can store of to 15 gigabytes of
pictures, video and other content on Google Drive for free.
Next month – I’ll cover some shooting and editing tips for Android phones. I also plan to cover managing your
phone photographs in the next few months.
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Photo Caption One of my first Android shots – the Martello Tower at Portmarnock, now remodelled as a
stunning coastal home. It was taken on a very wet and grey January day, so I converted it to black & white to
emphasize the shapes and textures.

5.2 *Bonus Content not in the Published Article
1.
2.
3.
4.

Android and iPhone comparison from Digital Trends and Lifewire.
Articles on the future of smartphone cameras from Wired, Slashgear, Photography Life and Macworld.
Some stats about the relative popularity of Andriod and iPhones in Ireland and in the USA, here and here
Here’s an article Adrian Weckler of the Irish Independent on transferring information from old to new devices –
including switching between Android and iPhone .
5. Store and backup your phone’s content on iCloud for iPhones – and you can even access iCloud from Windows!.
Use Google Drive for Android phones.
John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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6 Scan Photography Series Part 6 – Competition Winner and
Photography Skills & Tips
Welcome to Part 6 of our photography series – previous articles are at www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or in a PDF with
clickable links at www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photography-series.pdf – including bonus content* not in the print
version. Also, check out the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook. We now have 55 local members who are
posting some great shots.

6.1 Cathy Desmond Wins the Shankill Photography Group Competition
In December and January, the Shankill Photography Group had its first competition that was sponsored by the
Shankill Photo Centreon the Main Street. Cathy Desmond's panoramic view of Killiney Bay was selected as the
winner. Many thanks to our judges Nicole Le Saout of Moments Photographyand Ian Mac Mahon of the Shankill
Photo Centre. Cathy will shortly be presented with her prize of 100 7x5 prints, or a soft cover photo book or
equivalent items up to a maximum value of €30 from the Shankill Photo Centre. She will also get an A3 print of her
shot from John Coveney Photography. Many thanks to all who entered the competition – their entries are still on
show on the Group’s Facebook page.

6.2 Improving Your Photography Skill & Enjoyment
Last month I started my comparison of Android and iPhone cameras and I’ll get back to that next month. This month
I’m going to cover ways to improve your photography skills and enjoyment – no matter what camera you have.
Firstly, I’d like to stress that the most important thing is to get out and practice regularly. It’s impossible to make
progress if you are not regularly setting aside some time to take better shots - either on your own, or with other
people according to your taste. As I said in my very first tip in the first article, build your practice into to your “me
time”! And be mentally ready to use your phone camera anytime!
Taking better shots means a) knowing how your camera works, and b) using that knowledge to compose and capture
well-lit shots. So, what are the best ways to learn to improve your photography? No, not a list of tips this time - you
can Google these anyway - but the best ways to learn. I have six suggestions as follows: 1. Join a camera club – more below.
2. Take a course – e.g. The Institute of Photography, Dublin Photography School, The Gallery of Photography,
Dublin Camera Club, or check the listings at www.nightcourses.com. Also look out free online courses e.g.
“Seeing Through Photographs” from New York’s Museum of Modern Art.
3. Learn from past and current masters of imagery by studying paintings in galleries such as the National
Gallery of Ireland the Irish Museum of Modern Art. Or study images of paintings in books and online.
4. Study photography on you own from books, magazines and the internet – I’ll put a list in the online version*.
5. Review your old shots. As your skills improve, you will see past errors and learn to avoid them in future.
6. Do a project – here’s a list from Improve Photography
I put joining a camera club as my no.1 tip because this is the way I did it and I strongly believe that camera clubs’
meetings, outing and workshops with like-minded people are hugely beneficial for building skills and confidence they certainly were for me. An active local club is my own club, Offshoot, that meets in Cabinteely on Monday
nights. If you work in the city centre, Dublin Camera Club meets on Tuesday nights – see a full list at from the irish
Photographic Federation here. Clubs are very good value with annual membership in the range €80-100.
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Photo Caption Cathy Desmond’s winning entry in the Shankill Photography Group’s first competition. It’s a
panoramic view of Killiney Bay that she shot from Vico Road on her iPhone 8 on beautiful sunny morning last
October on her way back from the school run!

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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7 Scan Photography Series Part 7 – Local Photography Locations
In previous columns, I’ve encouraged people to combine their photography and walking. This month, I’ve mapped
locations for great shots within an hour or so’s walk of the Main street in Shankill Village. Numbers are approximate
walking times in minutes, one way according to Google Maps.
1. Quinn’s Road (18) & Corbawn Lane (15) for spectacular sea views from Bray Head to Sorrento Point. From
either of these, you can walk alongside the impressive soft cliffs of glacial deposits south to Bray Harbour
(40) or north to Killiney Bay (30). To avoid the possibility of being trapped, DO NOT walk the beaches at high
tides especially in rough weather. Stay clear of the cliffs to avoid falling debris.
2. On your way back from Killiney Bay, you could stop at the stone age dolmen on the green at Cromlech Fields
Estate (21) or the much more recent Shanganagh Park House (12) – now a community centre.
3. Shanganagh Park (16) can be accessed from the road to Bray, from the end of Quinn’s Road, via St. Anne’s
Park or through Castle Farm Estate. It includes the busy section with the playground and sports fields near
the main road, as well as the quieter section between the railway and the sea. These are connected by the
footbridge over the railway (red dot) which also provides a fine view.
4. Adjacent to the Park is Shanganagh Castle (19) and its grounds with the allotments. There is a security cabin
at the Castle but, so far, I’ve not been asked to leave!
5. The villages three Churches – St. Anne’s (4), Rathmichael (20) & Crinken (17). St Anne’s is perhaps the most
obvious landmark in the village but not everyone may be aware of the locations of Crinken and Rathmichael
Churches.
6. I suspect far fewer people know of the ruins of Old Rathmichael Church (35). To get to it, walk west on
Rathmichael Road from Rathmichael Church and look for a lane to your left shortly before the junction with
Bride’s Glen Road. The old church and graveyard are just past a house at the end of the lane.
7. The best way to walk to Rathmichael Ring-fort (40) is via the Dublin Mountains Way. Start in the village,
then follow the signs across the footbridge over the M11, along the Lordello Road, right on Ferndale Road
and then left up an unnamed road that becomes a rough path. Where this comes out on the hill, take the
right hand (upper) option to get to the fort. Although little remains of the three rings of what is believed to
have been Ireland’s largest Iron Age fort, it gives great views of Shankill and Bray while thinking of our
distant ancestors.
8. From the fort continue along the Way to the Rathmichael Wood’s car park on Puck’s Castle Lane where you
can turn right for the ruined Puck’s Castle (50) or left to get to the rough path to Ballycorus Chimney (60).
9. From the chimney, there are several forestry tracks to Carrickgollogan Hill (70) for spectacular views of the
whole area. If you are still not tired, continue west via the car park near the junction of Barnaslingen &
Murphy’s Lanes to overlook The Scalp (80) – a striking glacial spillway on the road to Enniskerry.
10. From Rathmichael you can access Tully Church (60) and Cross on foot via Heronford Lane that goes
northwest from the junction of Ballycorus Road and Pucks Castle Lane. The lane become a path and crosses
the M50 on a footbridge before leading up the hill to the church. The cross is in the field to the left. You
could return underneath the impressive new M50 viaduct at Brides Glen (28) and take a short detour to the
old Brides Glen viaduct (24) over Cherrywood Road that once carried the Harcourt Street Line.
11. Finally, you could pay your respects at a beautiful but very sad site – the Famine and Workhouse Graveyard
(25) in the woods behind St. Colmcille’s Hospital.
That’s it – previous articles are at www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or in a PDF with clickable links at
http://www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photography-series.pdf . Also check out the Shankill Photography group on
Facebook
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Photo Caption Map of Photo Locations around Shankill.

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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8 Scan Photography Series Part 8 – Smartphones for Photography
Welcome to Part 8 of our photography series – previous articles are at www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or in a PDF with
clickable links at www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photography-series.pdf – including bonus content not in the print
version. Also, check out the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook.
Back in Part 5 of the series in January, I started comparing Android and iPhones for photography and I bought a
Samsung J5 (2017) for a family member. I’ve also been comparing it to my own iPhone SE. Both are quite good for
photography, but I find the screen of the SE quite small so I’m looking around for a replacement – and I’ve compiled
this table of important features for phone photography.
Key Photography Features to look for in a Smart Phone - in Approximate Order of Importance
Feature
Large High-Quality
Screen
Large aperture to let
in more light
Large sensor

Important for
Everyone

Built in camera
features & Photo Apps

HDR, pano’s, slo-mos,
time lapses, blurred
backgrounds etc.
For storing images &
video

There’s a wide range of free & paid apps from Apple’s App
Store and Google’s Play Store for everything from “serious”
photography to zany effects!

1080p video

Selfies lovers &
B(V)loggers
Everyone & vloggers

Some older phones e.g. the iPhone 5S & SE have a poor
quality front camera – look for at least 5 megapixels.
4K video is better but usually not esp. important for content
viewed on smartphone. It also fills your storage v. quickly.

High speed video

Everyone & vloggers

Ability to attach
external mic.
Optical zoom &
stabilisation
Raw Capture

Everyone & esp.
Vloggers
Closeups. Night & Long
exposures, Vloggers
Photography
enthusiasts

Good for slow motion sequences – look for 60 frames per second
at 1080p (mid-range phones) or 120fps + on latest models.
Use of an external microphone, e.g. from Rode, improves video
sound. Adapter needed for latest phones w/out headphone jacks.

Lots of memory

Good front camera

Bright images esp. in
dim conditions
Better image quality

Comments
Look for at least 5 inches for better viewing, editing and
display of shots - but phones with large screens are dearer.
Aperture are like fractions – the smaller the no. after the line
the BIGGER the aperture, e.g. f/1.7 is twice as bright as f/2.4.
Min. 10 megapixels (MP) for the main camera and 5MP for the
front. The physical size of the sensor is also important and is also
expressed in fractions of an inch, e.g. 1/1.7” is bigger than 1/2.5”.

Memory on iPhones is pricey. Use iCloud (iOS) or Google Photos
(iOS & Android) for backup & and to download to phone as
needed. Use wifi only option to minimize data usage. Most
Android phones also use cheap SD cards for extra storage.

Only on the latest models e.g. Apple 7/7+ onwards, Samsung
S9/S9+/ Huawei P20 Pro.
RAW capture keeps additional light data for more flexible
editing on phone or computer. Requires additional camera
app like VSCO, Lightroom CC, Manual or Halide (iOS only).

Once I knew what features to consider, I then compiled a second table of selected smartphones with good cameras
with prices ranging from under €100 to over €1,100. For models not listed here, you can Google reviews – or check
out www.gsmarena.com. The clear conclusion is that Android phones have cameras as good or better than Apple
and are much cheaper in all prices bands.
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Some Good Smartphones for Photography ordered by price – my recommendations are shaded
Make

Y6
2017
P8 Lite
2017
Experia L1
Y7

70-120

5.0

13, n/a

Optical
Zoom &
Stabilization
No

140

5.2

12, n/a

No

8, n/a

Yes

No

Well reviewed & good
specs for price.

150

5.5

13, f/2.2

No

5, f/2.2

Yes

No

Well reviewed & good
specs for price.

170

5.5

12, f/2.2

No

8, F/2.0

Yes

No

190230
200*

5.2

13, f/1.7

No

5, f1.9

Yes

No

Apple

J5
(2017)
5S

Well reviewed & good
specs for price.
V. good mid-price
phone for photos

4.0

8, f/2.2

No

No

No

2013 model
reconditioned.

Apple

SE

330*370
500950
750

4.0

12, f/2.2

No

No

Yes

Good ex. for small
screen & front camera

4.7

12, f/1.8

No, Yes

1.2,
f/2.4
1.2,
f/2.4
7, f/2.2

No

Yes

Very good phones but
dear esp. 7 & 8

6.1

10, f/1.8

3x, Yes

24, f/2.0

No

Yes

Best camera phone –
best value high end.
Very good phones but
dear esp. 7+ & 8+

Huawei
Huawei
Sony
Huawei
Samsung

Apple

Model

6s, 7 &
8
Huawei
P20
Pro
Apple
6s+,
7+, 8+
Samsung S9/S9
+
Apple
X

Prepay
Price €

7301,100
810/
900
1,100+

Screen
Size

Main
camera(s)

(inches
“)

(MP, f no)

5.5

12, F/1.7

5.8/
6.2
5.8

12, f/1.5
or f/2.4
12, f1.8

2x (7+ &
8+), Yes
No/2x,
Yes
2x, Yes

Front
Camera

SD
card

Raw

Comments

5, n/a

Yes

No

Min. spec for photos.
Good offer from 3.

(MP,f no)

7, f/2.2

No

Yes

8, f/1.7

Yes

Yes

V. good but dear, var.
aperture, 2x zoom on +

7, f/2.2

No

Yes

V. good but very dear

All these phones are well reviewed in their price band. Prepay prices are from Vodafone, Three and Carphone Warehouse. Bill
pay prices can be considerably less but require contract to contracts at fixed monthly prices for up to two years (once you stay
within usage limits). * Reconditioned “like new” phones. All phones listed have 1080p video at 30 frames per seconds or better. I
recommend a good case for any new phone, e.g. Otterbox and insurance. Household gadget insurance packages may be better
value than insuring devices individually.

Well, that’s a lot of data! - so here’s an long exposure from Seapoint recently – taken hand held on my iPhone SE
with the Live feature and processed in the phone as a long exposure. I also did some tonal and colour adjustment
with Snapseed. The only edit on the computer was cloning out an ugly pole. It’s not quite sharp but I think it captures
the feel of this cold spring!
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Photo Caption:- Long Exposure iPhone shot at Seapoint during an easterly gale.

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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9 Scan Photography Series Part 9 – Storytelling, Composition, Lighting &
Colour in your Photography
Welcome to Part 9 of our photography series – previous articles are at www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or in a PDF with
clickable links at www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photography-series.pdf – apologies if you previously found this wasn’t
updated - but it is now. And don’t forget the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook – now active again.
The last few articles have been quite wordy, so this month it’s all about storytelling, composition, lighting and colour
in your images - using a few of my recent shots as examples. The first two images were taken with my iPhone SE,
And, after the phone cameras review last month, yes, I did splash out on the Huawei P20 Pro! More about it, next
month.
I’m starting with a seasonal image of the cherry blossoms from Herbert Park in Ballsbridge – part of a spring flowers
project I did with some Offshoot members. Remember, I encouraged you to join a camera club back in the Part 6
article on improving your skills? For this first shot, my goal was to capture the colour, texture and shapes of the
flowers with a good background for context. So, I searched for a low hanging blossom that I could get close to with
the phone. Shooting upwards left the flower heads dark, but the phone’s flash, albeit weak, was enough at close
range to fill the shadows.
Photo Caption iPhone shot of cherry blossom at Herbert Park in Ballsbridge – April 2018.
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For the second shot, I was taking my own advice from April about walking more. Here on Shanganagh Beach, I took a
few shots to show changes after the winter storms - including the movement of this bit of wall! Perhaps it’s from the
long-gone Martello tower that’s shown on old ordnance survey maps? – check them out on their map viewer. As I
was walking around it trying to place it in the frame for foreground interest relative to the background, I saw these
two guys coming along and I simply waited until they were in the right spot. I love how their yellow hoodies add a
splash of colour to a grey day and I was well pleased to get a shot that I liked in such a familiar spot!
Photo Caption iPhone shot of erosion and walkers on Shanganagh Beach – April 2018.

The final shot is of the winner of our recent photography competition, Cathy Desmond, being presented by Gwen
with her prize of a €30 photo voucher from the Shankill Photo Centre. My goal here with my big camera and flash
was to get both Cathy and Gwen well-lit and looking happy, and also to include the shop’s Fujifilm brand.
That’s it! To recap, three key tips to improving storytelling in your shots are: - firstly, get out and shooting more;
secondly, think about and arrange what you want in the frame, and thirdly wait for the elements to come together.
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Photo Caption Gwen (left), the manager of the Shankill Photo Centre presenting Cathy Desmond – winner of the
Shankill Photography Group competition - with her prize of a €30 voucher for the shop.

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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10 Scan Photography Series Part 10 – Culling your Photographs
Welcome to Part 10 of our photography series – the last before the SCAN’s summer break. As always previous
articles are at www.johncoveney.ie/shankill or in a PDF with clickable links at www.johncoveney.ie/scanphotography-series.pdf. And don’t forget the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook.
As we wrap up the first year of the series, I’m going to write about how to kill your babi . . . ahem . . . I mean, of
course, how to cull your shots! Back in the 20th century, buying and developing film or slides was expensive, so most
people were very selective about what they shot – and even then, we had (have??) overflowing boxes of unlabelled
images! The came the digital nirvana, when you could shoot as much as wanted, once you had your camera. Well
NO! Because picking and editing your best shots can take an eternity! And it’s getting worse as our “always-with-us”
camera phones improve dramatically. So, is there a solution? Well, in my opinion, not really! Of course, my tips
below can help, but ultimately neither human tricks nor artificial intelligence (or is it artificial ignorance??) replaces
the need to look at each of your shots and then decide whether to keep or toss it!
Firstly, lets look at the issues – and here the emphasis is on selecting your personal favourite phone shots. These are
(i) not being selective enough when you shoot; (ii) even if you do, you still have too many shots; (iii) where to keep
your images; and (iv) being too emotionally attached to your photos. For selective shooting tips, look back over
previous articles on thinking about how and what to shoot.
When dealing with the glut of images you actually have, the first essential is to make copies for two reasons. Firstly,
you must have BACKUPS of your precious memories – I’ve heard so many stories of vanished shots due to loss or
breakage of phones. Even if you can get a phone repaired, the memory is usually wiped. So, learn how to back up –
and remember storage space is getting cheaper all the time. For iPhones, the first 5GB in iCloud is free and then its
€1/month for 50GB. For Android phones, Google Drive offers 15GB free and then€2/month for 100GB. Next, make a
second copy of your cloud backup to an offline hard disk somewhere - or better still two! I’ll put up a few links in the
online version on how to do this. Remember digital files don’t really exist until you have at least three copies in
different places! Secondly, backups make culling much easier . . . by keeping one copy with all the duds! You will
then cull ruthlessly knowing if you make a mistake or change your mind, you have the option of recovering a shot although in practice you will rarely need to.
When you are ready to cull, keep the following in mind: 1. Wait a day, a week, or a month before culling – the passage of time gives you a more balanced view of your
images – and if they are special memories, you will get a great lift from reliving the event!
2. Do the first edit on your phone and mark your favourites with the heart symbol – if an image looks good on a
small screen, that’s promising.
3. You can bin the rest because they will not be removed from the trash for 30 days.
4. Do the first run through quickly and if an image has the WOW! factor – it’s a keeper! Go with your gut
feeling.
5. Ideally, look only at the favourites on a bigger tablet or computer screen for the second round of culling.
6. Then consider which of the remaining images best tell the story of the event or the day - and what really
matters to you.
7. Weed out similars and duplicates – you don’t need to obsess over exactly which one is the best – because
you have a backup!
8. Keep some variety of angles and poses of each element of the story but not too many – three is often a good
choice.
9. Check for technical issues such as focus, lighting, composition, odd facial expressions and get rid of obvious
duds. But remember this is a personal edit – not for a competition or a client – so don’t dump a precious
memory because you are afraid of an imaginary photo judge nerd!!
10. And finally, cull when you are fresh – its requires concentration!
That’s it. In a future article I’ll deal with organising your culled images – have a great summer!
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Photo Caption Here’s the first published shot from my new Huawei P20 Pro – a flowering bush in Castle Farm – the
astonishing thing about this image is that it was taken by streetlight at 10.50pm on May 31 st . . . HANDHELD for four
seconds at ISO 2000!! It would have been completely impossible to get this sharpness and vibrance on any other
camera without a tripod.

Photo Caption And here’s a beautiful view of the Rhododendron covered hillsides at Bay Lough near The Vee in Co.
Tipperary – taken with the panorama mode. The Huawei P20 Pro does much better job than my iPhone SE of
managing the big difference in exposure from looking towards the sun to the left and looking away from it towards
the right. So, I’m really pleased with this camera phone so far!

John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
27

11 Scan Photography Series Part 11 – Back from the Hols!
Welcome to Part 11 of our photography series – and the first of the 2018/19 year. Some ideas for the second year
include themed articles on different genres of photography such as food, landscape and portraits etc. If you have any
suggestions or a question for a future article, email John at pictures@johncoveney.ie or suggest it on the Shankill
Photography Group on Facebook. Previous articles are in a PDF at www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photographyseries.pdf.
For this article I’m showing a few pictures I took my new Huawei P20 Pro over the summer – highlighting some of its
special features – hopefully most cameras will have these in a year or two. I’ll be posting more images on the
Facebook group and I hope to see some of your summer shots there as well – we also plan to include some readers’
shots in this years’ articles.

Photo Caption Here’s a cruise liner in Cobh in Co. Cork – not too remarkable until I say it was taken using the 5x
zoom - handheld - and it’s tack sharp! On the P20 Pro, the zoom is fully optical up to 3x - currently the only camera
phone with this feature (Samsungs and iPhones only go to 2x). It then zooms to 5x with some clever addition of
pixels to maintain high quality. This contrasts with most phones that have no optical zoom and a poor-quality digital
zoom. It also has stabilisation to minimize blurring due to camera shake at these high zooms which works well if you
also hold the phone as still as possible.
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Photo Caption Next is the interior of St. Colman’s
Cathedral, also in Cobh. Normally, to show the detail of
the dark interior and the bright stained-glass windows,
you’d need a DSLR on a tripod to take a series of light
and dark exposures and combine them in image
processing software such as Lightroom or Photoshop.
Additionally, tripods are often forbidden in popular
public buildings. In contrast, I simply used night mode
on the P20 Pro for the standard four seconds to get this
result – plus a few minor tweaks using the editing
sliders on the phone.

Photo Caption The third shot of a sea cave was taken in
one of favourite beaches in my home county of Cork –
Dunworley - between Courtmacsherry and Clonakilty.
Again, I used night mode to enhance the colours in the
wave smoothed rocks and then boosted them quite a
bit further with the editing slider. They are not this
bight in real life – but I’m calling it art!

Photo Caption Finally, I used another unique feature of the P20 Pro - the dedicated B&W camera - for this shot of
the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao in July. I think this building is so outrageously spectacular that it totally
overshadows whatever art is displayed there! As it happens, all digital cameras have B&W sensors that simply
measure the intensity and tones of the light. Then they convert these tones to colour using a complicated set of
filters - Google “Bayer Filters” if you want to know more. So, if you want a B&W image from a typical digital camera,
you convert the colour image back to B&W either in camera or in your image processing software. In contrast, the
P20 Pro’s Leica B&W mode never goes through a colour phase and so allows the capture of pure monochrome
tones.
So that’s it for now . . . what you ask . . .does it make phone calls as well? Actually . . .not so well is the answer! I find
this Android phone to be much glitchier than my old iPhone SE and I have to reboot it frequently – so much so, I’m
think of looking for a replacement. In addition, switching from iOS to Android is also a bit of a nightmare. For me,
despite the phone’s bugs, I’m happy to have what’s probably the world’s best phone camera in my pocket. If
photography is not your top priority, you may not be!
John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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12 Scan Photography Series Part 12 – Readers Holiday Shots!
Welcome to Part 12 of our photography series. I’m still looking for readers’ suggestions for Year 2 of the series so
you have ideas questions for future article, email John at pictures@johncoveney.ie or suggest it on the Shankill
Photography Group on Facebook. Previous articles are in a PDF at www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photographyseries.pdf. Last month I showed some of my own shots from the summer and this month I’m showcasing some shots
from members of the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook.

Photo Caption: We start with a classic view of Venice by Cathy Desmond – she got both a gondola and the Rialto
Bridge as well as beautiful sun-drenched Mediterranean colours. Cathy takes and edits her images on an iPhone 8
and you can see several more from her series the Shankill Photography Group on Facebook.

Photo Caption: Here’s a spectacular view of the cliffs on Tory’s Island in Co. Donegal – Ireland’s most isolated
inhabited island. Check out the tiny figures on the distant cliff tops for a sense of scale. It was taken by Carl Collings
with a Canon 1000D - an entry level DSLR - showing the quality of images that can be taken nowadays with the level
of gear! Carl also uses a polarizing filter to enhance the colours.
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Photo Caption: Here’s something completely different from Matthew Hurrell-O’Connor. I love the rich colours and
the sense of relaxation and calm that this image conveys. Mathew took this with a Panasonic Lumix Camera. He
doesn’t say where it is but perhaps it was a quiet pub down the country during his holidays.

Photo Caption: Finally, we have a fun shot of Starlings enjoying the sunshine taken by Diarmuid McAree – showing
that you don’t have to go far to get a good shot. I don’t have details of how it was taken but it looks like a close-up
shot taken with a phone to get a great composition.
That’s it for now – you can see lots more readers shots on Shankill Photography Group and I look forward to seeing
more readers shots there.
John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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13 Scan Photography Series Part 13 – Computers for Photography
Welcome to Part 12 of our photography series. I’m still looking for readers’ suggestions for Year 2 of the series so
you have ideas questions for future article, email John at pictures@johncoveney.ie or suggest it on the Shankill
Photography Group on Facebook. Previous articles are in a PDF at www.johncoveney.ie/scan-photographyseries.pdf.
Back in Part 3 of the series in November 2017, I covered doing basic edits of your shots on your phone and in Part 10,
last July, I looked at backing up and culling your shots on you phone. While it is perfectly feasible to bring your
photography to a high level with only a (good!) smartphone camera and online backup – many of you may already
have a bigger camera and a computer or perhaps want to move such a setup. So, in this article I’m going to tell you
about my own five year old hardware setup and give a few pointers towards current equivalents. In a future article,
I’ll cover photo editing software as well backup and computer mechanic. Actually the
what do I advise for this approach?
I’m going to start with what I use because I’m most familiar it and because it is very widely used – Adobe’s Lightroom
(LR) & Photoshop (PS). Before I come to the software though, I’ll briefly deal with hardware because these powerful
programs do not run well on entry level computers. Firstly, I would suggest a desktop because, for the same money,
you get more computing power for the same money – it costs more to squeeze everything into a small space. If you
must get a laptop for portable use, consider getting and external keyboard and monitor for more comfortable use at
your base – especially if the laptop screen is smaller than 15 inches. A Dell 25 inch ultra sharp monitor
(http://bit.ly/dell-25-inch-us ) would be a good choice to do justice to your images. Ideally get both a desktop and a
laptop so that you have backup if one machine fails.

Photo Caption
Here’s my own setup with my five year old Dell laptop in front – with an Intel i5 chip and a 8GB of RAM. It was
moderately good for photo editing but it improved notably when I got High Spec Tech in the BBQ centre in Shankill
to replace the hard drive with a 256GB SSD. If anything ever happens my desktop machine, the laptop would tide me
over. Behind the laptop are my old Dell 22 and 19” screens connected to my five year old “desktop” – actually under
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the desk! The second screen is great for looking at tutorial videos while I’m teaching myself a new editing technique.
The desktop is a Dell XPS desktop with 16GB of RAM with an Intel i7 3.4Ghz has served me well for five years for
editing 20 megapixel files from a Canon 7D Mark II. Currently I have two internal hard drive totalling 5TB plus
external drives for backup (as well as a second backup in the cloud with Backblaze) - A key additional component is
256GB
For PC’s, Adobe requires a 64-bit processor running at 2GHz or more on Windows 7 or later (soon likely to be the
current versions of Windows 7 & 10 only – more at http://bit.ly/LR-PS-computer-specs ), 4 GB of RAM (12 GB
recommended but you may get away with 8GB), at least 2GB of available hard disk space (in practice a 1 TB drive
would be a good starting point) and modern graphics processor with at least 1GB of RAM. The requirements on a
Mac, which tend to more expensive than PC’s, are similar on machines running El Capitan, Sierra or High Sierra. In
my experience adding a 128 or 256GB SSD (solid stage drive – or internal flash key) to locate operating system and
Lightroom catalog files vastly improves the speed and responsiveness of computers because frequently files are
accessed much more quickly. You are likely to pay at least €800 for laptop or desktop with 8GB and €3-500 more for
a 16GB machine. In this context, the Dell’s Inspiron 15 5000 with an Intel i7 4Ghz processor, 16GB of RAM and a 512

Photo Caption Here’s a dreamy shot from one of our readers, Tony O’Connor, of the lake and boathouse at Carton
House in Maynooth.
That’s it for now – you can see lots more readers shots on Shankill Photography Group and I look forward to seeing
more readers shots there.
John Coveney Photography is based in Shankill. John captures high-quality images of People, Places and Wildlife,
locally and all over Ireland with his phone and his big cameras. You can see his shots at www.johncoveney.ie and on
his blog at www.johncoveney.ie/blog. Contact him 087 276 5158 or at pictures@johncoveney.ie and follow and like
him on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram & Flickr.
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